DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

HEADQUARTERS, U. S. ARMY DENTAL ACTIVITY
FORT HUACHUCA, ARIZONA 85613-7040

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

DSBJ-CDR ( 100) 7 QOct ober 1999

MVEMORANDUM FOR ALL DENTAC PERSONNEL

SUBJECT: U.S. Arny Dental Activity (DENTAC) Policy Menorandum
#00-01 -- Prophylaxis Technician Training and Certification
Programfor Mlitary and Cvilian Dental Assistants

1. PURPCSE. To outline the policy and procedures for the
certification of mlitary and civilian dental assistants to
perform as Prophyl axis Techni ci ans (Prophy Techs).

2. PQLICY.

a. |In accordance with (1AW Arnmy Regul ation 40-68, neither
the requirenment nor procedure for categorical credentialing of
Non-Denti st Health Care Providers (HCP) no | onger exists.
| nstead, DENTAC wi || use the procedures described in this
certification programto authorize dental assistants to function
as Prophyl axi s Techni ci ans.

b. Al HCPs performng direct patient care will performonly
under the supervision of a dentist and wll have their job
performance nonitored continually and formally evaluated by the
denti st-supervisor. Such evaluation will normally be part of the
per formance appraisal for civilian HCPs.

3. PROCEDURE FOR M LI TARY AND CI VI LI AN DENTAL ASSI STANTS
CERTI FI CATI ON AS PROPHYLAXI S TECHNI ClI ANS.

a. The intent of the Prophy Tech programis outlined in
annex A.

b. To becone certified as a Prophy Tech, candi dates nust
successfully conplete the didactic and clinical course of
instruction described in annex B. The dinic OC is responsible
for the initial devel opnent, updating, and sel ection of
certifying instructor for the 15 didactic | esson plan nodul es
(annex B)
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c. Wien a candi date has successfully conpleted all the
trai ning and education requirenents, the checklist (annex B) wll
be forwarded through command channels, the Credentials Commttee,
and to the DENTAC Commander for final approval.

d. After approval by the DENTAC Commander, the Cinic OC
W ll conplete the Certification Form (annex C) and forward a copy
of the conpleted formto the Q Coordinator for filing and
preparation of the certificate for training (annex D). After
certificate presentation, the certified Prophy Tech nay begin to
performthe authorized procedures.

e. Newy arrived dental assistants who have conpleted a
simlar Prophy Tech certification program may present
docunentation of this experience to the Credentials Conmttee,
| AW para 3c above.

HARLAND G LEW S, JR
Col onel, Dental Corps
Conmmandi ng



M LI TARY AND CI VI LI AN DENTAL ASSI STANT
PROPHY TECH PROGRAM

OVERVI EW Dent al prophyl axis and patient education are the
cornerstones of Arny's Preventive Dentistry Program Sol diers
wi th good oral hygi ene have fewer sick call needs and enhance
their unit's readi ness.

OBJECTI VE: To expand avail abl e hygi ene care by training 91Es
and civilian dental assistants in supragingival scaling and
dental prophyl axis.

GOAL: Train 91Es and civilian dental assistants to--
--performdental prophylaxis
--renove supragi ngival cal cul us
--educate patients in plaque control techniques

--understand how inportant their job is in our preventive
dental program

CRI TERI A FOR 91E AND CI VI LI AN DENTAL ASSI STANTS PROPHY:
No subgi ngi val cal cul us observed on clinical or x-ray exam
PSRwith only O, 1 or 2 (no 3 or 4s).

Exam DDS states "prophy 1" in treatnment plan on 603 during
annual check- up.



EDUCATI ON AND TRAI NI NG CHECKLI ST
FOR THE
DENTAL ASSI STANTS PROPHY TECH CERTI FI CATI ON PROGRAM

CANDI DATE

START DATE

DATE COVPLETED

. DI DACTIC SUBJECT DATE SI GNATURE

Lecture A PSR Program
Oral Anat ony
Pati ent Rel ations

Dent al Emer genci es
Medi cal History

Lecture B Oral Pat hol ogy
Prophy set-up
Tobacco counseling
I nst runment shar peni ng
I nfection Control
HAZCOM

Lecture C Recor ds/ 603A
Peri odont al di sease
Nutrition
Fl uori de

1. CLINICAL (10 CASES M N MUM

DENTI ST
PATI ENT" S NAME SSN DATE I NI TI ALS

Upon conpl etion of course, submt this checklist through command
channels to the Credentials Commttee.
B-1
CHECKLI ST
FOR THE

DENTAL ASSI STANTS PROPHY TECH CERTI FI CATI ON PROGRAM

CANDI DATE




Team Leader

APPROVED/ DI SAPPROVED

Clinic OC

APPROVED/ DI SAPPROVED

CREDENTI ALS COW TTEE CHAI RVAN

APPROVED/ DI SAPPROVED

DENTAC Commmander

APPROVED/ DI SAPPROVED

COPY FURNI SHED:
Program Di rector
Credentials Commttee
Trai ni ng NCO

| ndi vi dual



PROPHY TECH CERTI FI CATI ON FORM

NAME:

QUALI FI CATI ONS: A dental assistant may obtain certification
to do supra-gingival scaling and oral prophylaxis one of two
ways: 1) through conpletion and certification froma training
program approved by the Commander, DENTAC, or his designated
representative, or 2) through conpletion and certification froma
civilian training program The Commander, DENTAC will have fina
approval for privileging of the dental assistant, based upon the
recommendati on of the Credentials Conmmtt ee.

TREATMENT ALLOWED: May performthe follow ng procedures:

Procedure Code: 01110 Prophy w o fluoride application
01205 Prophy w fluoride application(adults only)
01320 Tobacco counseling
01330 Oral hygiene instruction

SUPERVI SION: Al treatnent will be perfornmed under the
supervision of a dentist. A dentist or registered dental
hygi eni st may provide gui dance on proper techni ques. Al
procedures will be credited on a dentist's Daily Dental
Wor ksheet .

PRI MARY SUPERVI SOR: Team Leader

ALTERNATE SUPERVI SOR:  Any staff denti st

| understand that | amlimted to the above procedures and that
all treatnment | do nust be under the direction and supervision of
a dental officer.

Si gnat ur e/ Dat e

Cinic O C DATE

C1

(copy of DA Form 87, Certificate of Training)
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